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Travel affects your ammunition 
 

When traveling guns and ammunition, the effects that travel itself may have on your 
ammunition need to be considered and the shooter needs to plan to deal with these effects.  

One obvious effect is the effect of extremes of temperature on ammunition.  When 
ammunition gets hot (being kept out in direct sun, or stored in the trunk of a car), will raise 
the pressure and the velocity of the ammunition.  This also means that the point of impact 
will be higher on the target when the ammunition is hot.  When ammunition gets cold, 
(traveling and shooting outside during the winter months), the pressure and velocity of the 
ammunition will decrease.  Therefore, the point of impact will be lower on the target when 
the ammunition is cold.  Finally, really cold temperatures can make ammunition  ignition 
erratic—it may not always fire or you may have a hang fire (slow ignition).  To guard against 
these problems, try to travel your ammunition in a temperature controlled container.  (A 
portable cooler that you leave open at an appropriate temperature and then pack your 
ammunition and close the cooler while still at a good temperature will help protect your 
ammunition from extremes of temperature while traveling. 

Another problem which comes about with travel is that the elevation of the range 
above sea level will affect velocity, and therefore change your point of impact.  Knowing 
this, a good shooter is always prepared to re-zero after traveling. 

Aside from being careful about how you pack and transport ammunition, what else 
can you do.  You may try to zero your rifle under the conditions (temperature) you expect to 
find when you arrive.  This, however, may not always be practical.  (You certainly cannot 
shoot for zero at a mountain elevation if your home range is Lafayette, (almost exactly at 
sea level).   

Competitors should always expect a shift in zero after traveling a long distance or 
experiencing a change in weather.  Never pass up a chance to sight-in and confirm your 
zero. 
 Good luck whenever you travel to shoot! 
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Notices 
Starting March 1, the Juniors will be selling chances at a Weatherby 300.  Tickets will sell 
for $5.00 each, with the drawing to be held in June.  Only LGC adult members are eligible to 
buy tickets.  See Patty for information or tickets. 
Juniors are selling Lafayette Gun Club patches at $12.00 for one patch or $20.00 for two.  
Also for sale:  breech safety flags for $2.00 each, and Lafayette Jackets for $15.00 each.   
We are raising money to support all the Junior teams attending away matches.  See Patty 
Harris. 
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AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN SHOOTING 
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Junior Olympics training Invitations 
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